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Brezhnev S Health of Concem to U.S.

For all his perversity, Soviet President.-

Leonid L Brezhnev gives Washington ~ tive.
policymakers a sense of security. He's an .

adversary they have come to know. They .
understand his moods and can anticipate

his moves. He is perverse, yes, but pre- -

dictable.

So despite all the rhetoric and rancor
between Washington and Moscow, there
is a quiet dread that Brezhnev may be
losing control of the Kremlin to un-
known forces who may already have

. portended the future by promoting the
ghanistan.

aggression against Af,

An earher scare ned throu

long-standing cardmvascular problems
and persistent dental troubles have

taken a toil,”
tch Nov. 29, 1
ve become more pronounced, perhaps
in part because of greater use of snmul-

rted a topsecret dis-

~ ants and sedatives.”

Intelligence - Agency

brother, 7 to!

a foreign

pped a similar him to-a
" group of visiting US. senators. “No oge is
eternal and life being what it is, there
comes a time when a person must leave,”
he said, “whether !or retirement or be-
cause of illness. .

The Soviet interpreter didn’t pass on

Brezhnev’s remark about illness, but the -

escort officer from the American em-
" bassy picked it up. The embassy later re-

ported to Washington in a classified ac- -

count: “The. Soviet interpreter did not
translau_a the rgference to illnes proba-

~

“His swings in mood .

biy beeauso he regarded it as too sens-

About the same time, Brezhnev also
met separately with West German Chan-
cellor Helmut Schmidt and French Presi-
dent Giscard d’Estaing. Afterward, Ger-
man officials tipped off the CIA that
“progress on Berlin-related matters was
lmpaired by {Brezhnev’s] extreme weari-

“Ou one occasion,” they reported,
“Brezhnev was upset byashnrpdm-
greeable dispute between toreﬁn
{Andrei] Gromyko and [Hans-
Dietrich] Genscher, but appeared too
weak to stop it.” :

Ina separata report toQA_contacts,
French officials connrmed that “Brezh-
nev seemed tired and not a well man.”
He tended “to read from briefing notes

" and frequently repeated h:mself. the

French said.

The CIA was not convinced, however
that Brezhnev would step down. The talk
of retirement, suggested a topsecret re-
-port, “may have accurately reflected
Brezhnev's outlook as of last fall [1975}—
one of his ‘down’ periods—but later clan-
destine reporting and Brezhnev’s more
recent public behavior suggests he now
means to stay on.” .

“Clearly,” the report added, “Brezhnev
has periods of elation and depression,
and his intentions may vary as his mood
swingaThuswecanexpectmom contra-
dictory reporting on his plans. . .» - -

Now, four years later, mwg;gencc
analysts again are specuvlafing
Brezhnev's grip on the Kremlin may he
weakening. As long as Brezhnev is in
charge, they believe, the Soviet Union
will hold back from a direct conlronta-

, tion Wlth the United States. . -

TRARIER LY i

Like an old gnzzly bear, the x(remlin
leader as about him an aura of a gory,
combative past, but the former ferocity
has begun to fade. A topsecret sum-
mary, compiled from clandestine evi-
dence by CIA doctors, has this to say
about his health:

“Brezhnev’s major heaith problemn 1

are cardiovascular. He has both the hy-
pertension and arteriosclerosis heart dis-
ease and many years ago suffered a
heart attack. Ho probably has.a pace-
maker.

“Brezhnev has other but minor medt-

v cal problems, e.g., occasional attacks of

bursitis in the right shoulder and re-
peated upper respiratory illness. Brezh-
nev has been diagnosed at times as de-
pressed and at other times as alert, ener-
getic and animated. He has long been
prone to substantial mood swings, a dis-

. position that probably has become mors |

pronounced.

“He sometimes uses stimulants and
sedatives in excess of the recommenda-
tion of his physicians, and this has proba-
bly accentuated his mood swings. There

is no indication that his intellectual acu- !

ity has been significantly affected by
thess emotional problems and no sign of
a lessening of his judgment or contact
with reality. . -

“[But} on several -occasions.

scribed as unable to concentrate; inattene
tive and fatigued. In addition to reflec-
ting the depletion of his-limited physical

* the.
CIA summary adds, “he has been de-

reserves or the effect of excessive medk

cation, these could be symptoms o!
depression.

“Periods of depression are likely to
lead him to focus on his other health pro-

blems, and this could magnify future -
..‘.‘wboutxofdepressxon” :
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